42	NADIR  SHAH
Although Tahmasp was now upon the throne of his ancestors, he found
that he was Shah only in name. For some time Nadir prevented him
from appointing any ministers or functionaries, on the grounds that the
money that would have to be paid to them as salaries would be better em-
ployed as pay for his troops.1 Nadir gave further evidence of his increasing
pretensions when he married Radiyya Begum, one of Tahmasp's sisters,
without first obtaining the Shah's consent.2 ^ He had already obtained
Tahmasp's agreement to the betrothal of his eldest son, Rida Quli, to
Patina Sultan Begum, another of the daughters of the late Shah Sultan
Husain ; this betrothal may have been arranged at Mashhad, at the time
when, according to Muhammad Muhsin, Tahmasp agreed to grant to
Nadir in fief the provinces of Khurasan, Kirman and Mazandaran.3
The joy of the populace at the expulsion of the Afghans and the res-
toration of the Safavi monarchy was soon
" greatly eclipsed by the money that was ordered to be collected from all sorts of
People to pay the naked and hungry Soldiery, which (money) has been raised in
so violent and despotick a Manner that severall have been Drub'd to death and
others quite ruin'd."4
Nadir's troops, in fact, behaved in a most cruel manner to the people
of Isfahan, plundering their houses, and even seizing some of the inmates
and selling them as slaves,6 It is not surprising that the people soon began
to feel that they would have been better off under the Afghans.
Nadir purposely delayed his pursuit of Ashraf for two reasons. In
the first place, he wished to take advantage of his military successes and
his recovery of the capital to strengthen his own position ; secondly,
it was necessary to allow his troops to rest and to be properly clothed and
equipped before setting out for the south in mid-winter.
It is of interest to record the impression made by Nadir upon the
French Consul, the Chevalier de Gardane, at this time. The Chevalier
described him as :
" . * . un homme d'environ quarante ans, 61ev6 d£s son enfancc dans le m6tier cles
armes; valereux s'il en fut jamais; d'ailleurs homme d'entendement, franc et
1 See the most interesting account by the Chevalier de Gardane of Nadir and his behaviour at this
time; La Mamye-Clairac published, in the third volume (pp* 105-109) of his Ilistom, an
extract from the Chevalier's Relation. This Relation, according to I,a Mamye-Clairac,
contained "un precis de ce qui s'est pass£ en Perse depuis la paix do 1727, jusqu'au mois
de Mai, 1730 " ; this account was, he said, published in instalments in the Gazette de Holland*
in December 1731 and January, 1732 (I have been unable to get access to these numbers of
the Gazette de Hollande ; they are not in the British Museum Library).
*	Gombroon Diary, 3oth April/xoth May, 1730.   According to Butkov (Vol. I, p, 114), Radiyya
Begum had formerly been the wife of a Georgian prince,
 *	See p. 36 above*
 *	Gombroon Diary, i4th/25th February, 1730.
., 5th/i6thjuly, 1730.

